






LOOKING AHEAD
The climate crisis has reached a critical point,  
and the changes, actions, and solutions  
for adapting to it need to be taken now, if not 
yesterday. As always, Hunter Green will ensure 
Hunter’s ongoing readiness to integrate and adopt 
operational and policy-driven best practices.  
Here’s a preview from across the campus.

Sustainability Data Hub
In summer 2025, Hunter will launch 
the first segment of the Hunter Green 
Sustainability Data Hub! Leaning into  

the role of institutions as living laboratories,  
the Hunter Green Sustainability Data Hub will enable 
more data activism, analysis, and experiential  
learning of Hunter’s campus sustainability impacts  
and operations. The Data Hub will contain information 
on campus green efforts, including metrics on  
campus water use, waste and recycling activity,  
and other actions that comprise our sustainability 
profile. Students may use data for research or 
advocacy purposes.

Green Of�ce Certi�cation
A new Hunter Green Office Certification 
Program will soon go live! The 
Green Office Certification supports 

and encourages campus offices and 
departments ias they reduce their environmental 
footprint. Our goal is to advance Hunter Green’s 
commitment to sustainability by empowering faculty 

 
and staff to become environmental stewards and 
leaders in their workplaces. 

The voluntary program will guide offices through a 
certification process using a points-based system  
to survey and introduce multiple areas of 
sustainable practice. Each step in the process 
expands an office’s engagement with sustainable 
practices and facilitates thoughtful discussion of 
required behavior changes.  

Offices build a community of learners committed  
to making informed, sustainable choices that 
benefit resource conservation, fiscal responsibility, 
and employee well-being. The initiative will support 
Hunter Green’s 10-Year Sustainability Goals by 
engaging faculty and staff as partners in campus-
wide environmental progress and further providing 
a means to showcase campus sustainability in all 
realms of higher education. 

Stay tuned for more updates on this and other 
certification opportunities! 
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APPENDIX: 10-YEAR SUSTAINABILITY 
ACTION PLAN PROGRESS TABLE
The 2018 10-Year Sustainability Action Plan builds on the goals and objectives from Hunter’s first 10-Year Plan 
(assembled in 2008) to adapt and prescribe new short-term, mid-term, and long-term recommendations  
for the College to pursue and implement over the next ten years. The goals within the 2018 Sustainability 
Action Plan address the seven pillars originally identified and established by Sustainable CUNY in 2008, when 
CUNY campuses were first charged to convene a Sustainability Council and come up with individual action 
plans. The seven pillars are identified as: Energy, Water, Waste and Recycling, Transportation, Sustainable 
Nutrition, Sustainable Procurement, Sustainable Education and Outreach.

Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Energy Inventory of Hunter LED Light usage

Energy
Solar assessment and evaluation 

report for all Hunter roofs

Energy
Integration of energy-saving 

operational features of campus 
vending machines

Initiative to be planned 
for a later reporting year

Energy
Annual greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions inventory compilation 
for each Hunter campus

Initiative planned for the 
2025–2026 academic year

Complete In Progress Delayed/Not StartedKEY:

Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Procurement
A commodity mapping and 

opportunity list of existing green 
purchasing opportunity areas

Procurement
Education & trainings tips sheet 
of green procurement practices

Initiative to be planned 
for a later reporting year

Procurement
Raise green procurement baseline 

to 28% of college expenses on 
applicable goods and services

Within the Computers and 
Cleaning Products category, 
green expenses comprise 

28% of expenses. Baselines 
for additional categories 

to be added in 2025–2026 
academic year

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Development of resources and 
engagement dashboard on the 

Hunter Green sustainability website

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Inventory of Hunter College 
sustainability courses

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Hunter Green sustainability tabling 
at the Welcome Week-Resource Fair

Targets and Achievements
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Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Implementation of sustainability 
rooftop laboratory on the 

Hunter North roof

Initiative delayed until 
further notice

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Recognition of Sustainability Council 
student members as official Hunter 

Student Eco-Reps

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Introduction of Arts Sustainability 
Exhibition as part of the EcoFair and 
Hunter Green Week programming

Initiative to be planned 
for a later reporting year

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Inclusion of Hunter Green 
sustainability column in the Hunter 

Gatherer newsletter

Initiative to be planned 
for a later reporting year

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Launch of Hunter Green social media

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Hunter Green 311 initiative for alerts 
and notifications of sustainability 

maintenance issues

Initiative to be planned 
for a later reporting year

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Sponsorship of Hunter Environmental 
Speaker Series — part of  

cross-promotion with other 
environmental events on campus

Expansion of this initiative 
to be combined with Hunter 

Green Summit activity

Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Showcase of Hunter College 
sustainability courses

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Interactive digital “look-book”
of sustainability-related courses 

and electives

Showcase of field courses 
to be added as a look-book 

to the new 3D campus 
sustainability map

Sustainable Education 
and Outreach

Campus-wide Sustainability Council 
campaign and roadshows bringing 
visibility to Hunter Green resources 
and services available on campus

Regular series of monthly 
tablings and climate cafe 

sessions now implemented by 
the Council

Sustainable Nutrition
Food and wellness labeling/signage 

of dining hall menu choices
Initiative planned for the 

2025–2026 academic year

Sustainable Nutrition
Registration of Hunter College 

as a Greenmarket host
Initiative delayed 

until further notice

Sustainable Nutrition
Launch of grab-and-go produce 

market within the Hunter Cafeteria

Expansion of this initiative  
to be planned for the  

2025–2026 academic year

Sustainable Nutrition
Addition of at least two seasonal 

menu dishes/offerings on 
the Cafeteria menu

Expansion of this initiative  
to be planned for the  

2025–2026 academic year
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Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Sustainable Nutrition
Bulk distribution service for dried 

snacks (i.e., trail mix, granola, nuts, 
etc.) in the Hunter West Cafeteria

Expansion of this initiative  
to be planned for the  

2025–2026 academic year

Sustainable Nutrition

20% of produce (food and beverage) 
offerings within Hunter Cafeteria and 
Faculty Dining Room sourced locally

by the year 2028

Expansion of this initiative  
to be planned for the  

2025–2026 academic year

Sustainable Nutrition

Adopt local food sourcing minimums, 
organics, and recycled material 

content into food service contract 
stipulations for the Hunter Cafeteria

Transportation

Research and assess procurement 
potential within the NYC OGS’ vehicle 

marketplace for large-scale fuel 
efficient vehicles in the 

Hunter campus fleet

Transportation
Raise awareness of Transit Discount 

Programs available to the 
Hunter community

Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Transportation

Develop and advertise bi-annual 
transportation surveys to the campus 
community, to identify and facilitate 
Hunter incentives and educational 

tools for rider safety, visibility, 
and security

Transportation improvement 
survey e-distributed to all 
Hunter faculty and staff 
to evaluate alternative 
transportation and EV 

ridership potential within 
campus community

Transportation
Alleviate congestion during peak 
times with promotional campaign 

increasing usage of stairs

Expansion of this initiative  
to be planned for the  

2025–2026 academic year

Transportation

Create a de facto position on the 
Sustainability Council for 

a representative from External 
Affairs Office

Initiative to be planned 
for a later reporting year

Waste & Recycling
Implement a campus-wide 

educational campaign of Hunter’s 
recycling program

Expansion of this initiative  
to be planned for the  

2025–2026 academic year

Waste & Recycling
Increase the volume and visibility 

of recycling bins present on campus

Centralized waste & recycling 
stations rolled out Spring 

2024 on East Building 
administrative floors

Waste & Recycling
Make the battery recycling program 

more visible
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Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Waste & Recycling
Make double-sided printing the 

default setting on campus printers

Waste & Recycling
Develop and launch a 30-Day Zero 

Waste Awareness Challenge 
at each campus

Waste & Recycling
Develop a furniture recycling 

and exchange program
Initiative to be planned 

for a later reporting year

Waste & Recycling
Implement a comprehensive 
food waste collection solution 

in Hunter West Cafeteria

Food scraps collection 
pilot held in West Cafeteria 

Spring 2023

Water
Creation of Hunter green space 

inventory — to identify future green 
roofs potential

Initiative to be planned  
for a later reporting year

Water
Water bottle-filling stations 

installed on each campus floor 
for more accessibility

Pillar Area Goal or Initiative Status Latest Action

Water
Installation of building sub-meters 

to track and analyze Hunter’s 
campus water usage by type

Expansion of this initiative  
to be planned for the  

2025–2026 academic year

Water
Increase the number of high-efficiency 

plumbing fixtures on campus to 
a minimum of 50% by 2028

Master inventory compiled 
of all automatic and manual 
bathroom fixtures located 

on campus
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THANK YOU!
The Hunter College Administration
Thank you to President Nancy Cantor and VP of Administration  
Gustavo Ordóñez for the dedicated commitment and support  
of the Hunter Sustainability Council and our work.

Our Supporters
Thank you to the team of colleagues, advocates, and friends that have 
helped to make the Council’s work possible.

Thank you for helping to elevate Hunter College’s sustainability impact and taking part 
in building a better climate future.

GET INVOLVED
•	 Join the Sustainability Council
•	 Volunteer with Us
•	 Contact us at green@hunter.cuny.edu

Visit our website to learn more
hunter.cuny.edu/environment/hunter-green
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